EFFECT OF VOID FOREIGN DECREE	4°7
A foreign decree of divorce or of nullity that is ineffective a foreign
because made by a court lacking jurisdiction is ineffective in all
its aspects. Not only is the decree in rem> dissolving or annulling jf
the marriage, disregarded in England, but also any conse-
quential decree in personam, such as an order for alimony.1 In
the words of Goddard L.J.:
'If the main order goes, then any order which is merely ancillary to
that order should go with it/2
' This was one of the points decided in the somewhat complicated / *
: case of Papadopoulos v ^Papadopoulos^ where the facts were as / ~
> follows:'	^	'
•A domiciled Cypriot, belonging to the Greek Orthodox Church,
married a Frenchwoman at a registry office in London, according to the
English formalities. Some eight years later a Cypriot court annulled the
marriage by consent of the parties on the ground that it had not been
celebrated in a church or by a priest of the Greek Orthodox religion as
is required by the law of Cyprus in the case of a party professing that
faith. The court also decreed that the husband should pay the wife a
lump sum of £380 in satisfaction of all claims including maintenance.
The court, which was a British court established and regulated by an
Order in Council, had in fact no jurisdiction either to annul or to dis-
solve a marriage. Fifteen years later the wife instituted summary pro-
ceedings against the husband in London, where he was then resident,
and obtained an order for maintenance at the rate of £2 a week. The
present case was an appeal from that order.
It was incontrovertible that the marriage in London was valid,
since the English formalities had been observed. Nevertheless
it was argued that the English order for the payment of main-
tenance was wrong in law, on the ground that the parties had
lost the status of husband and wife by virtue of the Cypriot
judgment, and also on the ground that the receipt by the wife
0^^380 under the Cypriot order nullified her claim to mainten-
ance. Further, the Cypriot judgment was said to be severable.
The decree in rem annulling the marriage was ineffective, the
decree in personam ordering a fixed payment in lieu of xnainten-
/. ance was conclusive. These arguments had no substance.
First, the Cypriot court, according to its constitution, could
award neither maintenance nor a lump sum in lieu thereof un-    »
less it first made a decree of nullity, of divorce, of restitution of
1	Simonsv. Simons, [1939] I &.B. 490; Papadoptmlosv. Pafadoponlos* [1930]
P-55-
2	Smons v. Simons, supra> at p. 499.	3 Supra.

